
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Business
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay
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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
105th Congress March 31, 1998, 10:29 am
2nd Session Vote No. 49 Page S-2786 Temp. Record

BUDGET RESOLUTION/Fair Tax Treatment for At-Home Parents

SUBJECT: Senate Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal years 1999-2003 . . . S.Con. Res. 86. Sessions/Enzi
amendment No. 2166.

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 96-0

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S.Con. Res. 86, the Senate Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal years 1999-2003, will balance
the unified budget in 1998 and will run surpluses for each of the next 5 fiscal years. Both Federal spending and

Federal revenues will increase 3.5 percent from fiscal year (FY) 1998 to FY 1999. All surpluses will be reserved for Social Security
reform. A reserve fund will be established to allow the entire Federal share of revenues resulting from a potential tobacco settlement
to be dedicated to bolstering Medicare's solvency. 

The Sessions/Enzi amendment would express the sense of the Congress that the functional totals in this resolution assume:
� many families in the United States make enormous sacrifices to forego a second income in order to have a parent care for a

child at home; 
� there should be no bias against at-home parents; 
� parents choose many different forms of child care to meet the needs of their families, such as child care provided by an at-home

parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, neighbor, nanny, preschool, or child care center;  
� any quality child care proposal should include, as a key component, financial relief for those families where there is an at-home

parent; and 
� mothers and fathers who have chosen and continue to choose to be at home should be applauded for their efforts. 
The amendment would also make the following findings: 
� studies have shown that quality child care, particularly for infants and young children, requires a sensitive, interactive, living,

and consistent caregiver; 
� as most parents meet or exceed the above criteria, circumstances allowing parental care is the best form of child care; 
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� a recent NIH study found that the greatest factor in the development of a youn


